MLA/AAHSL Joint Legislative Task Force Report — 2016/17

The MLA/AAHSL Joint Legislative Task Force met in Washington DC, April 18-19, 2017. We had a full agenda to share
with our elected members of Congress and their staff. Mary Langman, Director, Information Issues and Policy, MLA
scheduled a record number of 30 visits and 28 drop-off packets of information for our four teams.

One of our primary messages during the visits was to recommend fiscal years 2017 and 2018 funding for the National
Library of Medicine (NLM) and National Institutes of Health (NIH). With a continuing resolution set to expire on April
28t for the FY17 budget, we recommended that Congress complete the FY17 appropriations process, and provide
NLM at least $412 million in FY 17, with additional increases in future years. For NIH, we recommended that congress
provide $34.1 billion for NIH in FY17, with a $2 billion increase above the FY17 funded amount in FY18.

We thanked our representatives who supported the 215 Century Cures Act which was enacted into law on December
16, 2016 and reiterated that this new funding for NIH is intended to “supplement” not supplant increases to the
base NIH budget.

Our primary message highlighted the importance of NLM and how the library supports research, patient education,
and health care in our libraries and communities. Each member provided personal examples of local outreach
initiatives that the National Network of the National Library of Medicine (NNLM) has funded throughout the year.

Packets of information for each representative included the following. The task force spent considerable time
updating the fact sheets this year.

e The National Library of Medicine: an Investment in Good Health fact sheet

e Public Access to Taxpayer-Funded Research Strengthens Biomedical Research fact sheet

e Map of NLM Funding for Outreach Projects (national and state)

e The National Library of Medicine: A Leader in Biomedical Informatics and Data Science Research fact sheet
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