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Fall 2005

Coincidence of new leadership for
! Countway Library of Medicine

! Newly established HMS-wide Center for Biomedical 
Informatics

HMS Dean’s charge:
! “not only incorporate the standard functions of a library, but 

also introduce the new world of bioinformatics”
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Preliminary Work

i2b2: Informatics for integrating 
biology and the bedside

McCray et al.

Kohane et al.



  Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine                                                          HMS Center for Biomedical Informatics 
 

CABIN
(Collaborative Academic Biomedical Informatics Network)

" Matchmaking Service
" Collaborative Wiki: project overviews,

discussion forums
" Events and Webcasts: seminars, speakers
" Publications Repository
" Training: directory and modules
" ClinicalTrials Repository
" External Collaborations
" Industry Outreach

Research
Collaboration

4/12/07

" Open Repository: algorithms and code
" Site Wide Licenses
" Clinical Research Protocols
" Genomic Tools
" Annotation Tools
" Database Platforms
" Laboratory Tools: analytics
" Query Aggregation Tools

Research Tools
" Reference Research Data
" Clinical Data: anonymized, aggregated,

IRB approved
" Image Data
" Annotated Tissue Specimens
" Genetic and Genomic Data
" External Data

Research Data

CABIN
Interlingua

Meta Data

Query
Aggregation

Ontologies

Interface
Protocols

Collaborative Technology
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Collaborative Biomedical Networks

Informatics-centric

Initial foci
! Training

! Open access

! Disease-based investigations

! Mining the bibliome

! Annotation tools

Future plans



  Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine                                                          HMS Center for Biomedical Informatics 
 

! Funded by NLM/NIH
! Multiple biomedical informatics laboratories
! CBMI - center for symposia, journal clubs,  seminars

Informatics Training Program
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Open Access

An open access publication meets one of two conditions:

! The author(s) and copyright holder(s) grant(s) to all users a free, irrevocable, 
worldwide, perpetual right of access to, and a license to copy, use, distribute, 
transmit and display the work publicly and to make and distribute derivative 
works, in any digital medium for any responsible purpose, subject to proper 
attribution of authorship, as well as the right to make small numbers of printed 
copies for personal use.

! A complete version of the work and all supplemental materials, including a copy 
of the permission stated above, in a suitable standard electronic format is 
deposited immediately upon initial publication in at least one online repository 
that is supported by an academic institution, scholarly society, government 
agency or other well established organization that seeks to enable open access, 
unrestricted distribution, interoperability, and long-term archiving (for the 
biomedical sciences, PubMed Central is such a repository.

(Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing, 2003)
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Or, more simply

An open access publication is one that is available for:
! Unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any 

medium,

! Provided that the original work is properly cited.

(Public Library of Science http://www.plos.org)
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Types of Open Access Publications

Authors publish in an open access journal (Gold)
! e.g. BMC Bioinformatics, PLoS Medicine

Authors place publication in an open access archive (Green)
! e.g. institutional repository, PubMedCentral

Authors publish in a journal with a “hybrid” model
! Some articles in the journal are open access
! Articles are made available after delay 
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NIH Public Access Policy
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HMS Scholars Portal

Harvard-based life sciences publications repository

Proxy service for depositing publications in NIH’s
PubMedCentral
! All NIH funded research publications will be deposited in 

both the HMS Scholars Portal and PubMedCentral

Outreach efforts to Harvard researchers
! Promote NIH public access participation

! Describe benefits of submitting to open access repositories 
and publications

! Educate researchers on importance of retaining rights
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Lapinski
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Boston-area Autism Consortium
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Autism Consortium Wiki
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Correlating Phenotypes and Genotypes
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Dennis Wall, Tom Monaghan

Mining the Bibliome
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Mining the Bibliome

Lee
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Annotation and Collaboration

Adida
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Harvard Medical School 
CTSA Planning Grant


